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EPARATION; 


So far as it Concerns the 


ble Deſigne, 
th Some 
adverfions upon the Debate bet 


tm, and Mr. Harter, concerning the 
{hurch, and the Ye; of it, 7M 


inſt whom haſt thou Exalted thy vice, 


thine Eyes on High * En 
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AN S W E R 
Dr. Stillingfleet- &c. 


N Dr. Stillingfleet's Book, there is one thing [ 
meet with, that I perhaps can better tell how, 
than another, to Anſwer. It is in his Preface, 
where he is going about to make the Non- 

conformiſts a kind of Parties with the Papiſts, as if 

they were joyning with them for the bringing in of 

Popery ; and for the proof of this, he produces one 


Evidence. I will ſet down his own words, and Anſ- - 


wer the Allegation. 
*© In Ann. Dom. 1 67 5.there was a Book PRE? En- 
<tituled, 'T he Peaceable defigne;or an Account of the Non- 
* conformiſs Meetings, by ſome Miniſters of London. In it, 
*an Objection is thus put : But what ſhall weſaythen to 
** the Papiits * His. Anſwer is, The Papiſt, in our Account, 
A 2 © us 


** #5 but one ſort of Recuſants,es* the Conſcientious & Peaces. 
* able among them.mmuſt be held in the famePredicament with 
** thoſe among our ſelves,that likewiſe refuſe. to come toCommon- 
* Prayer. What is this but Joyning for a Toleration £. 
* of Popery ? If this be not plain enough,theſe words. 
© follow ; But as for the Commen-Papiſt, who lives Inno- 
** cently in bis way, he #s to Us as other Separatiſts ; and ſo . 

* be comes under the like Toleration. 

© This notable Book, with ſome few Additions & 
* Alterations, hath been fince Printed, & with great 
*f ſincerity called; 4 Anſwer to my Sermon. And the 
< Times being Changed fince,the former paſlage is 
* thus Altered : T he Papiſts ts one whoſe Worſhip to Us is 
& Idilatry, and we cannot therefore allow them the Liberty of 
© Publick Aſſembling themſelves as others of the- Separation. 
* Is ic Idolatry, and'not to be Tolerated in 1686? 
*-And-was it Idolatry, & to be Tolerated in 1 675 ? 
* Or,Was it.no Idolarry then,but is become fo now; 
* and intolerable Idolatry roo? The latter paſſage 
« hath theſe Akerations; Inſtead of Ft is to Hs as other 
'* Separati/ts, and: fo. comes under the-like Toleration, Theſe 
« are put in, He is to Us (in regard of what be doth in pri- 
("-pate,in the matter of his God) as others who refuſe to come 
"* to Common-Prayer. Now we ſee Toleration ſtrack 
** out for the Papiſts, but tt was noc-only viſiblee- 
*nouch before,but that very book was Printed »virh 
** a.defign to preſent it to the Parliamear, which was 
| | *the 
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*«the higheſt way of owning their Concurrence with” | 


« the Papiſts for a general Toleration : And the true 
«© Reaſon of this-Alteration 1s, that Then was Then, 
© and Now 1s Now, | Moy og Bp 

' For the Anſwering this Evidence. In the firſt 
place, this Book the Doctor mentions, was drawn 


up by Ore man (though put 'out by Others) and the 


fixit Miſtake of the Doctor is, to lay a Charge on the 


Party of the Nonconformiſts, for a paſſage which in» 
deed concerns bur One perforonly. 


In the next.place,the Reaſon of bringing that paſs 
fage into the Book was, becauſe the 0bjefion is [o) * 
Obvious it could not be Baulkt; and-rhe Conle- 
quence appearing to the Author Undeniable, he * 
thought it but Honeſt to yeild x. The Door thert - 


is miſtaken next,that believes (or pretends) the Rea» 


fon of the bringing in that paſſage; was on pi pole * 


only to Favour, or fall In with the Papiſts, Thar 
which is ſaid in Right to All, ought not to be inters 
preted in Favour to Any. : | 
In the Third-place, for the Alteration mentioned,” 
it is to be known, that when the Author had drew 
up this Book, he left it with a Non-conformiſt 
Doctor to ſhewv it to hits Brethren; who retaurn'd- ir 
aſter a while, telling him, That they Dithked fome' 
Paſlages in itzvhich made him put ir into ſome other 
hands, who atferwards, while he was Abſent, prin- 
| AJ. ted 


| (6) 
ced it. They altered nothing, | but when ic came 
out; the Author indeed found his Brethren Offended 
- at ſome things, and that paſſage moſt obnoxious to 
Exception: ſo that he preſenrly made his Emenda- 
tions, and ſeeing the Book ill Printed, intended in 
time to have another Impreſſion. |; Upon this, it aps 
pearsthe DoCtor is again Miſtaken, in-regard to this 
Alteration which he Quotes, whe judges the Rea- 
ſon of the Change, to be only becauſe of the Times: 
The True Reaſon (ayes he) is, becauſe Then was Then, 
and Now is Now. The True Reaſon, as if he knew it, 
whea you ſee how perfeRly he is out in his Confi- 
dence, as well as his ConjeCtures. ' The making the 
Emendations which he did, atthe preſent Seaſon, js a 
Demonſtration. The Nonconformiſts are here Suſ- 
pected or Impeached by this DoCtor, for Favouring 
& Joyning with the Papiſts, becaule of a paſſage inthar 
Book ; when the very Reaſon of Altering that paſſage 
was, becauſe of their preſumed Finding Fault with ir. 
ln the Laſt place,we have here,not only a Miſtake 
in che Do&tor (which might be born) but an open 
Wrong. or Injury, it it benot want of Conſideration, 
The Doctor Thinks, or Speaks, as if the Author (in 
Re-printing the Book) had Changed his Opinion ; 
wherein I count he moſt of all is Out, and moſt to 
Blame. He who drew up the Book, is not one of 
that Humour, as to Turn with tae Times, but ra- 
ther 


(7) : 
ther againſt them, The Opinion he offered in the 
Year 75, is the ſame with what he holds now in the 
Year $0. Here is an Alteration indeed as to more 
Words, or ſome other words, but the ſame Opinion 
or Solution, with the Difference only of a farther 
Explication of it, - and nothing elſe therein (beſides 
ayoiding offence) entended, The Author had been 
wary in. declaring the Toleration he propoſed to 
be a Limited one, and provided againſt the Jeſuite 
upon. reaſon of State, and ſhewed his dread of 
Popery in Dominion, but had omitted the diſtin&tion 
of a toleration in regard to Publick Aſſemblies, 
and the Private exercife of a Man's own Religi- 
on. He explains himſelf therefore by way of ſups 
ply, figaifyigg that what he ſaid at firſt, ſhould 
be taken in regard to the tolerating the Papiſt only 
privately, as his meaning really was then, and 
is now but fullier expreſſed. This is the Opiruon | 
he recedes not from (whether peculiar to himſelf or 
not) that No Man ſhould be perfecnted meerly for his 
( onſcience, if there be' na . other Reaſon. Whether a 
Man. be a. Diſſenter of ane kind, or of anothcr, The 
{ onmen Rele of Chriſtzantymuſt be remembred (ke ſayes) 
ſtill, that we do. to ail. Men, as we would be done by, and that 
with what Meaſure we -mete to- others, it ſhall be met to 16 
7gain... Thels Words remaiir in all the Impreſſions. 

And 'now for the Tile, I haye this allo to An- * 
| {wer, 


| (8) 
Tyver. The Book as it came out 41. 75. "was 
' then gone, and now Reprinted againſt the Par- 
lament Sate ;. but they not Sitting, was laid by 
till. the Doctor's Sermon comming out, it was 
thought Seaſonable. The Doctor Charges the Non- 
conformiſts Meetings with Schiſme. This Book 
gives an account of their Meetings, and Vin- 
dicates them from Schiſme: and foraſmuch , 
as lomething was Inſerted: in regard ro the Peo- 
ple (whom his Charge mainly concerns) when 
the Mmiſters only were Vindicated in the Firſt Edi- 
tion, .and the firſt Sheet' was new Printed' over 
on purpole, and the Do@or named, - it was ſent 
out with this alſo in the Title. There was no Con- 
cealment that it was a former Book, it was ill 
call'd The Peaceable Defien, and ſaid to be Renew- 
ed; but there was this Addition, and this Rea- 
ſon. And ſo Ihaye given an Account of Dodler 
Stillingfleet's Book, fo far as-concerns that Author ; 
anddo not.doubt, but the Do&tor will have an Ac- 
count alſo from others ſo far as it concerns them, 
in due Seaſon. As Mr. Baxter, Mr.4lſop, Dr. Owen. 
And here I had thought to have given over, 
and. got one of theſe Friends to have put ſomuch 
for me in one of their Books : but when I remem- 
ber there .is a Poſtſcript to the laſt Impreſſion of 
the Book mentiqued, and what there is ſaid, and 


with 
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with what openneſs ; I muſt needs ſay, that I did 
expect ſomething from a Candid perſon, more 
like a Gentleman ; that is, ſo much Ingenuity as 
ro cover a Fault which was cenfeſſed, rather than 
expoſe it, if there were any: but I ſee there is 
nothing of this Nature,no ſuch Ingenuity I chought, 
to be expected from the DoCtor. 

I am ſenſible of his Spirit, and that temper 
I obſerve in him, from a few Words let our of 
his Soul here and there, in this Tronical Way of 
his, which is a ſufficient Indication of what kind 
of Eſtimation he hath of himſelf, in his contempt 
of others. I will give one inſtance in a place 
ſomewhere, where he is ſpeaking of Mr. Alſop. 
He begins his Sentence, 'T his Learned Man, but 


| before he ends ir, he tells us of an Admirable Peice - 


of his Reading : fo that when I was thinking him 
to be in earneſt, I find it only to diſdain him. 
[ do therefore hate ſuch a counterfeit Epithet as this 
is,and theſe fleering Expreſſions. It is all one in good 
earneſt, as if he ſhould more art large ſpeak thus 
to his Readers. Readers, you may perhaps think 
that Mr. Alſop is a Learned Man ; but alaſs, What 
is he in compariſon of me? I am the Man that 
have all Learning in me. *TisI have done ſuch 
Fears, ' eſpecially againſt che Papiſts. 1am the Man 
thar have Kill'd the Philiſtine. | 
CE B [ 


Few} 
1 forbear to mention a place where he Treats 
ehis ſame Worthy Man, after the' rate, as if he 
were lome Perſon diſtraught, which is a vile Abuſe, 
bur that- is not the thing I Note. 
* Another Inſtance 1 mult not forbear, in regard 
to Mr. Baxter, and it is tis, That when he at 
firſt names that -Good Man, he tells us he Pit 
tes: him.-- Mr. Baxter belike, is one ſcarce xwor- 
thy of -the Doors Conqueſt, bur fit for his Com- 
paſſron. And can the Doctor here be in gogd ears 
neſt? Mr. Baxter certainly. is not an Enemy fo 
Conteraptible, nor the Door 1 hope quite fo 
Elated,” as he 13-Idle. The Dop&or 1s one Who 
may look on himſelf to have Abilities in ſome 
regard, which Mr. Baxter hath not; but if he 
ſhould really value himfelt-mih Mr. Baxter, up- 
on the account of a: Profound Divine (which one 
may think here he would be at), he is a Man 
who ol wank that Modeſty in 209d Garnet, 
whereof he makes a Shew in the Beginning of 
his Book, wpon a Compariſon of his with Jewel. 
. The Dogor hath Learning, and hath apc 
Words, and is a ready {ufacient Man : but Mr. 
Baxter is really a Man Extraordinary, and 
whole Taknts are of another fort, than the 
NoGtors can. reach unto. Mr. Baxter is one, 1 
will ay, like the Man an the Neighbowhood, 


who 


(1+) 
who is firſt up,and all the Neighbours:come for Fire 
to his Houſe : that is, one from whom the pre- 
ſent Age do fetch Light, and unto whom the A- 
ges to come will bring Honour, Neither care 
I for any Bodies {aying this is Odious, for the Old- 
Proverb thall not hinder me to end the Compas- 
riſon. The Doftor 1s one as well as others who 
may be willing to Learn (or elſe I am ſure be 
will have the more need to be Taught) of that 
Man whom he Pitties. 

Ic is fit after I have {2id this, that I make it 
good. . And there is a Diſpute between theſe 
Two, concerning the National Church, will help 
me to do ir. 1 there be a: National Church, 
ic muſt have a Head, a Confiitutive-Head, fayes 
Mr. Baxter : and therefore asks the Doffor where 
the Conſtitutive Regent part of the :Church of Eg* 
is to be placed ? Ir is a matter 'of Polity the Doftor 
is put upon: The Queſtion alſo ſeems ſoniething 
Perplext, it may be on purpoſe to try the Doftor, 
but this we find, the Door is poſed, that. i8:flat, 
for he. cannot Anſwer, but is driven'to ſay there 
is-no ſuch Head, and that there is no need of as 
ny; which is the Abſurdity unto which the Op- 
ponent would drive him. If ever any Boy 
in the. higher Form at School, was 'poſed by 
his. Maſter, the Defoy here is poſed, who is in- 
| B 2 deed 
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deed ;; in Mr. Baxters Hands, no other but ſuch 


a one, when he takes him on ſuch a point, where 


his Books, and Polite Style do not Cove Khan 


That Sib is 2 Goverament in the Church of 


I'noland, .I hope the Dofor does not doubt, who 
pleads for Conformity to it, Where there is a 
Government eſtabliſhed, there muſt be a Politt 
cal Society; Every Political Body contiſts of a 
Pars bnperans & ſubdita, Does, or does not the 
Doftor know this? If the Church of England then 
be a Political Church, is muſt have a Regent 
part, and this Conſtitutive Regent part muſt be Al- 
ligned. 

+ The Doftor here is indeed ſomething more Un- 
. fortunate in his Reading, than he utes, or elie 
it need not be ſo hard for any, to find out, whe:c 
the Head, or Regent part of every Political Socie- 
ty is, or muſt be placed, whether Mr. Baxter 
contradicts it or not. There are therefore cer- 
tain Rights of Soveraignty, Jura Magiſtatis (as Writers 
of Politicks do call them) or Prevogatives , and 
where thoſe Rights are inveſted, there the Head: 
ſop mult be placed. The chief of theſe 0 izhts is 
Legiſlatiom, Whereſoever then the Power of giving 
Laws to any Society is found, there muſt this 
Conſlitutive Regent part, which Mr. Baxter enquires 
tor; be Aſſigned. The Church of Erlind, now 
we 


* 
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(13). 
we know, hath Her Laws : There are Laws [- 
cleſiaſtical, and theſe are called Canms, or Con/titu: ions. 
We muſt then enquire. where it is, tke Power of 
Making theſe does lye. And here we had, thar 
the Arch-Biſh:p of 7 6 Province, witn the Piſh ps 
and-Cle; ks making up a Cenvecation, do frame thete 
Carions. | 

If the Dofor now could but prove, That the 
Hierarchy of che Church thus Congregated, were 
certainly of Divine Inſtitution, ſo that there need- 
ed-no other Authority, but of the Convocation 
only, for their Ravyufication ; then could he per: 
fectly aſſign to us ſuch a Head as Mr. Baxter 
ſeeks. Bur foralmuch as there is no Authority in 
the -Convocation when . they | have Compoſed their. 
Canons,- to Impole any of them upon the Church, 
or to oblige the Conlcience of any. by them, un- 
til they are ratifyed by the Authority of the King ; 
it is manifeſt both that chis Hierarchy of the Na- 
tion is but of Human Right, and that the King 
alone. (the Power of Legiſlation, which proves ir, ' 
lying only in him) is, and muſt be, the. Head of 
the Church, in this Kingdom. . 

And that this. certainly is ſo, it is: declared in 


the Statute of Henry the Eizh:h,” That che King ſhall 


» 


called Eccleſia 4nglicana, To underſtand this, The 
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Church: may bs conſid + ed, we ate. to know, as 


Hniverſal, and io 15 Chrift t the He 4d of it, and 
can only give- Laws to it : Or as Particular, and 


_- ſo. the Paſtors are Heads, and Rule ic: Ot as 


Nation il, {CO "wit, as 1t 1s according to the Statute 
Eccleſta Hil cana) and ſo the Magiſtrate is Head, 
and makes Laws for it. 

1 will add; There is ſomething Effontal ro the 
Church of Ch; iſt, and ſomerhing Accidental, That 
there ſhould be Perſons, who Meet to Worſhip 
God and Chriſt, and be pat in Order for it, is of 
: Chriſt's Appointment, and Neceflary to his Church. 
Of theſe Particular Perlons and . Churches, the ek 
tholick Church conſiſts. To be Particular chen, 
 Hniverſal, is of Efſentia Conſideration to Chris S 
Church : But to be Natimnal, is of Accidental Con- 
ſideration. That all the People of a Land ſhould 
be Chriſtian, and the Magiſtrate alſo, is (I fay ) 
an Accidental thing to the Church, which may 
Exiſt where that is not: Upon which account, 
though the Mag be none of Chriſt's proper 
Officers, yet may he be Head of his Church, and 
Conſticutive. Head of i ir, as undet his Pominions, 
becauſe he is Head not in any Fſſential, but in this 
Accidental Conſideration of it, | 

[ will now ſer down cheDoFfor's o:vn Words. Pas. 
2 Ot: Ie de Ny any Neceſſity of any fuch Conſtitutive R Re# 
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gent Part, or one Formal Eccleſiaſtical Head, 4s E Pential "TOY 


a National - Church, For a National- Conſent #s aq ſuf- 
cient to make a National-Church, as an Univerſal:Con- 


ſent to make 4a Cathalick Church. In this Deterqaina- 


tion of the Point, © when the Doffor denyes any 


Neceſlity of ſuch a Head, ] hope, he is not ſo - 
frivolous, as to believe One in this Nation, and © 
not to ell j it, So long as the Church of England ! 


is a Political Church, and hath a Government e- 


Rabliſh'r, ir muſt haye its Regent Pare, as well / 


as the Part Rated ; and to deny the Neceſſity of 
One, 1s all one as to ſay there js Nope. 


[ prels the DyFor : Is it a Political-Church, or | 


no? If it be, he muſt find it a Head : If it be 
7, then jt- is only a Community of Chriſtians, 


—_ whom, - it muſt be ſuppoſed, there is no - 
Goyernment (as yet) intro duced ; ; and then ſhall 


Our Eccclehiaſtica Laws, Canons, and Conktxmi- 


ons, our Biſhops and Arch-Bithops, with the whole, 
Canſtication we have already, be hurked in the 


Duſt. The Dodor will be a fine Champion for 


the Church, if he perſiſts to ſay this. 

We deny any Neceſfity of any ſuch Conſtitutive Regent 
Part, or one Formal Eccleftiftical Head, as Efſetial to 
a National-Church. The Datter here, who is poſed 
with the Queſtion, 18 comfouud:d with the Terms, He 


ſhould cftinguith between a Jed, agd a Form: 


F ich 
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Fecleftaſtical Head; a Regent Part, and an Eccleſiaſtical 
Regent Part ; a Conſtitutive Rege ent Part, and a Formal 


Eccleſtſtical Eeead ef the Church'6f En ol and. Though a 


National-Church hath no Eccleſiaſtical THead, it hath a 


Head, a Regent Part, a Conſtitutive Regent Par, under. 


this Accidental Conſideration of the Church as Natio- 
xal, though not under the Eſſential Conſideration of 
it as the Church of Chriſt. 

If the Door had light upon it in ſome of his 
Books, that the King Tf England xepreſents Two 
Per ſons, an Ecdleſuſtical Perſon while He preſides 
by His Authority in the (onvocation, and fo is Head 
of the Church; and a Cy Perſon, while He fits 
with the Parliament, - and fo is Head of the State, 
and upon the account of both, the Fountain 
of all Obligation upon the Subject, both from 
ic Canons of the Church, and Statutes of the Realm, 
{ cannot tell how he might have put Mr. Baxter 
ro it: But fo long as the King is not indeed both 
Supream Magiſtrate, and High- -Prieſt, as the Mac- 
cabees were, and neither of them think otherwiſe 
of the King, than. Magiſtrate only, (that is, Su- 
pream Ccercive Governour) it is this which is 
here ſaid, muſt be the Expedient to remove the 
Bone-from between them. * 

Tc is ſaid in Scripture, That Kmgs and Queens 
ſhall be Nuvſir ng-Fathers and Nurfmg-. Mothers to the 


Church, 
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Church: As they are Its they are Bats: Ag 
Nurſme-Fathers, A ſhews their Pomer 1s fot Inter 
nal to the Church, bur External, as Divines ſpeak, 
that is of another kind than that which is proper 
to Spiritual Fathers, - the Paſtors, or Chriſt's own 
Officers. The Authority of Kings over the Church, 
is Objeftive,” ( ( they. ſay,” Circa Sacra) not Formal 
That is, it is Objegtively Eccleſiaftical, and For- 
mally Civil. And”as this ts fo, I apprehend i in 
like manner, that the Society of Chriftians in a 
Nation ( as the whole Nation ate- fuch } is 0b- 
jeftively a Church, and Formally a Kingdom, ot Com 
mon-Wealth of Chriftians ; -- 2rid "> may- the Chriſti- 
an Magiftrate be the Conſtirutive Regene Parc of 
It, 

Well! But what Argument hath the Dofor to 
prove that there is no neceſſity! for a National 
Church, to have a Conftitative Mea '- effencial to 
it; that is eſſential tOir, notas che Churchof Chriſt ;. 
but under a National Conſideration ? > He hath no 
Argument, but brings another Inſtance, and thatis 
of the Catholick Church viſible; which be faith, hath 
no Head neither. 'The Doftur i is miſerabl driven 
to the Wall, when heis driver hither. © T] #45 
never any Proteſtant doubted, brit that Tf 
the Head of the Catholick Church; and if he be te 
Head of it as Univerſal, he muſt: be rhe Head of it, 

C- whether | 
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whether 7/:1/ible or Inviſible. But Chriſt is not (ſayes 
be) « Viſible Head. Poor! If this were true, it is e- 
nough that he is the Head of thoſe who are Vilible : 
but yet he is out even in this, for. though Chriſt be 
not Caput Viſum, he is Caput /Viſibile, He is not ſeen 
on Earth, but he is ſeen in Heaven, Nay, he was 
ſeen on Earth by Paul and Stephen, and will Appear 
as he is at the Great Day. 

And what thinks the Do&zr of Chriſt before his A(- 
cenſion ; was he Head then? Nay, did not Chriſt 
while upon Earth give Laws for his Church, ap- 
point Officers, and Commiſſion his Apoſtles to ga- 
ther Chriſtian Societies in the World ? And is not his 
Government over them, a Viſible Eccleſiaſtical 
Government, where the Officers are Viſible, and 
the Members Viſible ; aud is not he the Head then 
of the Church Viſible? Are not making Laws, and 
Appointing Officers, the Rights of a Head ? 

When that Article was put in the Creed, T Believe 
the Catholick Church; 1 would ask the Dofor, Whe- 
ther this. Diſtinction of Viſible and Inviſible. was uſed 
in the World.?: And if it was not, when it aroſe, ic 
could not take off any thing of Chriſt's Headſhjp. 
When both Viſtble.and Inviſible were but one, he 
muſt be Head of both. Again, there are ſome 
Learned Men deny a ( atholick.Church Viſible... The 
Deftex does hold it. And what. if they ſhould ad- 
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vance againſt him this Argument? If there be ns 
Catholick Viſible Head, there is no (atholick Church 
Viſible. Bur there is no Catholick Viſible Head. The 
Minor is the Doftors, and the Maqor is to be denyed 
of no other but the Door. 

Let us proceed to the bottom. We have ſoun- 
ded the Doors Invention; let us try his Reaſon. 
There is no neceſſity of ſuch a Head (ſayes he) for a Nas 
tional (Conſent is as ſufficient to make a National Church, as 
an Univerſal ( onſent ts make a Catholick Church, This 
is the Doftors Reaſon. It is Conſent alone makes a 
Church or Society, though it hath no Head, The 
Conſent of a Nation makes a National Church, the. 
Conſent of All ( briſtians the (atholick Church, the 
Conſent of a Particular Company, a Particular Church 
or Congregation. This is his bottom, and it is 
ſomething, but exceeding rawly ſpoken, 

Let us underſtand therefore, where. there is a 
company of Perſons, who have no power one over 
another, that might receive mutual Advantage, if 
United to that end ; ſuch a Company are called a 
(ommunity, If they agree together for the obtain- 
ment of that end, tocome into an Order of Superio- 
rity and Inferjority, that makes it a Society, or Po 
litical Body. If the end be for that good which is 
only Temporal, it is called a Common-Wealth : if for that 
which is Spiritual, 1tis a Church, The Door now is 
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to beaskt, What Conſent it is that he means > 

if he means by his Conſent, the Agreement 
which People make at firſt, when they enter inco. 
Society, itis true, thartheip Conſent is the Founda- 
tion : but the Dottor here Lhope does ſee that this 
Conſent is for the having a Head, and Government, 
and the pitching upon the Sort, ' or Manner of the- 
Government they would have ; which Agreement 
1s called the ( onſtitution. It is not ia Ceabs there- 
fore the Door ſhould mean, which is not alſo ap- 
plicable to theCathdlickChurch(in which he Inſtances) 
whoſe Head 2nd Government is not of Mans. Electi- 
on, but of the Will of God only. 

By the way for the National Church, Ir is true, 
that Particular Churches in a Nation, being of D1- 
vine Appointment,the Paſtors orMiniſters who have 
the Rule over their Flocks I Au Primo, thar is, 
che Right of Diſcipline and Cenſure, may agree to 
a.delegating that power In. tu Secundo, ov the Fx- 
erciſe of it (for Reaſons of Prudence) to a Superin-- 
renadenr, called a B;ſhop, who. ſhall be Superviſed 
by an Arch-Biſhop ; and'that the 4rch-Biſhop, Biſhops, 
and Clerks, choſen out of themlelves, met in a Cor- 
vocation, {hall have the Power of making Laws, or 
Canons, by which they will be Governed. Upon. 
ſuch a Conſent, as this here appears a Political Na- 
tional. Church in the Confiitution, wherein is an. 
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Eccleſiaſtical Formal Conſtitutive Repent Part, or- 
- Head over an Organical Body for the Adminiſtrati- 
on, and that founded upon the true Bottom, upon-. 
which all rightly conſtituted Societies do ſtand, the 
Agreement of the Community, The Regent Part 
here is placed not in One Perſon (which does not 
need) but in 9ne Corporation, or United Aflembly , 
whereof the Arch-Bilhop is bur a chief part, as the 
| Biſhops are : and I would humbly ask Mr. Baxter 
what he thinks of ir. For as for the Dofor, I think 
not him a Competent Judge, not ſo much becauſe 
he is not verſed in that ſort of Study, as the othet 
is; bur becauſe of his departure from himſelf in the 
Prudentials of his Trenicum, and being thereby now 
engaged to maintainthe Government of our Church 
to be of Divine Right, he mnſt not receive this No- 
tion, which, let ic ſhew him never ſo clear and firm- 
a Ground to build. the ſame upon, does make it of- 
Fluman Inſtitution. | 
If by his conſenr, he means the conſent of ever 

Man in particular, to be of ſnch a Church or Socie- 
ty, It is true that a Mans conſent does make him a. 
Member, ſo as without ir he could be none : bur 
the Church or Society, muſt be ſuppoſed to be Fo: 
med before of the Ruling, and. Ruled Part, and his 
Conſent to be a Member, is a conſent to be Ruled, 
and ro-oiwn. inch a Head, as well as to enjoy the B-- 
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Fefits of ſuch a Society, This Conſent 1s the Condition 
-upon which he hath right to be a Member, ir is the 
Ratio Fundandi of his Memberſhip, and the Condition 
upon which the Ruler hath Authority over him in 
particular (when we ſuppoſe he may otherwiſe be 
at his own choice) : bur if a.Man ſhall fancy that 
this Conſent does make a Church or Society, as the 
Form that ( onſtitutes it, as they muſt do, who ſup- 
pole a Society to be Made, Formed, or Conſtituted, by 
chis Conſent without a Head, or the neceſſity of 
one; itis ſuch a raw, injudicious, indigeſted Con- 
ception, as could have never once ſwum in the 
Thoegnts of fo Learned a Perſon, if he had a facul- 
ty for beating out a Notion, ſo good as he has for 
Books,and negligence toward others that endeavour 
in; | vy $6, 
Ic is true, there is no Political Society, whether 
Civil or Ecclefiaſtical, but there muſt be Conſent 
and Union ; but ic is not this Conſent, and Union 
only makes it a Church or Common-Wealth. A 
Vicinity may have Concord, nay a Herd ; and there 
1s Content in a Society inFreri, not yet Organiz'd, or 
Unform'd. There is ſomething thatgives the Name 
and Being, and makes a Society to be that which 
iis, in ſpecie different from others, which is not I ſay 
Conſent, bur it is an Order of Superiority and In- 
ſzriority upon Conſent, that does this; and that is all 
one, 
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onie, as to be the Form that Cotiſtitutesthe Society : 
And Conſequently, when I find the Dofor (being 
at laſt drawn to it) come to ſuch -a Determination 
as this about the Point, that There is no neceſſity of a 
Conſtitutive Head, becauſe a National Conſent makes a Nas 
tional Church, 1 muſt pronounce it ſuch a grave No- 
thing, ſuch a ſpeaking Nothing with Gravity, and 
pretence of being Wiler too than his fellows, that 
if he do not come to be aſhamed before Mr. Baxter 
has done with him, or has reaſon to be ſo, I will 
be expoſed to ſhame my ſelf for my ſpeaking thus 
freely, plainly, and honeſtly, as another perſon 
perhaps would not do. | 
- The truths, it is pity the Dofor did declare his - 
Heart while he was Young againſt the Divine Right 3 
. of Epiſcopacy, ſeeing he hath occaſion now for a- 
nother Opinion. Whether out of Prudence or Con- 
ſcience, whether for want of more Light then, on 
more full Light now; it is Ged, and himſelf knows, 
and I Judge not. But -] do perceive this, that it 
hath expoſed him much, and that not only to ſuch 
"a fawcy Man as Mr. Al/op, to ſtyle him This Weas 
ther-Cock.: but to ſuch a ſerious Man as Mr, Baxter, 
to drive him into ſuch diſtreſs; For ſo long (I muſt 
{till ſay) as the Door is engaged to hold the Go- 
vernment of Epiſcopacy, as it is exerciſed in the 
Church of.Fnzland, to be of Divine Right; he muſt | 
Main- | 
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-maintain alſo her proper Conftituting Officers to be 
of Chriſts appointment; and then find out a Cagſticu- 
tive Head of it, -or he is gone. © And ſeeing he can- 
not do this, but-is forced co grant there is no ſuch 
'Head, and that there is no need of any, it is plain 
thathis Cauſe is loſt. | 
I will ſum up my Anſwer again. The Dofor's 

Determination-is, We deny the neceſſity. of any ſuch Re- 
gent Part. For a National Conſent is as ſufficient to make 
a National Church, as an Univerſal Conſent to make a Ca- 
tholick Church. It is well he ſayes, As Sufficient, be- 
cauſe, That may excuſe him ſomething, if neither 
of them be Sufficient, as it appears they are not 
without a Head. I have diſtinguiſhed therefore two > 
Conſents. A Conſent that goes to the Making a 
Society or Church ; 'and a Conſent for coming into 
the ſame, when it is Made. A Conſent that goes to 
the Conſtitution, and a Conſent, that goes to put a 
Man under the 4dmimiſtration. When the Door 
Argues from the Catholick, to'a National Chureh ;that, 
As an Univerſal Conſent makes theCatholick Church : 
So a National Conſent the National Church ; he 
- muſt not be underſtood to mean it of the Former 
Conſent, becauſe there is no ſuch Conſent as that 
imaginable, in regard to the Catholick Church. 
There can be no coming together poſhbly of the 
Community of the whole Chriſtian World, to a- 
gree 
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ogree fo ſuch a Conſtitution, The Catholick Church is 
. not made by the conſent of men, -but is of God's 
\ Ordination altogether. Nor can he be underſtood 
of the Latter conſent, becauſe a conſent to be'a Mem- 
ber'of a Church or Society already-HAade, is not that 
conſent which goes to the Zaking it; | 

A conſent to be a Chriſtian, or of the Chnrch Catho- 
lick, is ro conſent to have Chriſt for my Lord and 

Head. But how a conſeat to have Chriſt for ones 
Head, ſhould prove that (onſent makes a Church 
without a Head, is a reaſoning I am yet to under- 
ſtand. For the former conſent, there is here none of it : 
And from the latter, there can be no Argument. 

_ Again, The Catholick Church Viſible in its Nature, 
can never be Organical, It hath a Head, andall the 
Particular Churches in the Earth, are the parts of it. 
Nay, there were at firſt, Univerſal Officers, gifted 
with proper Gifrs, as the Gifts of Tongues, ſutable 
to ſuch an: Office : But theſe were only to gather 
Particular Churches throughout the World; and it 
never was the defigne of the Head, that there ſhould 
be a Form of Polity introduced into an Oecumenical 
Society, that by the Organs of Biſhops, Axch-Bi- 
{hops, Parriarchs, General Councils, and a Pope, a 
CatholickYi{ible Government ſhould be Adminiftred ſo, 
as to-make the whole Earth a Political (hurch. And 
conſequently, the Doctors Arguing from the { athy- 
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lick to National Church,carinot be g60d. Not only be+ 
cauſe there is no ſuch Conſtitution as this by conſent 
maginable (which I ſhall ſay principally) as to the 
Catholick Church (TheTrue Head of this Church being 
| Not choſen by Man's conſent, atid the Falſe Head, | 
hope, we are never like to chooſe) : But becaule, ups 
on ſuppoſition that the Doctors Conſent (fome way 
or other as he means) did make it, he muſt ſuppole 
this Univerſal Church, as ſuch, to be on Earth, a com: 
pleat Organized Body, or he muſt make the Nati- 
_ onal Church an In-organical Body ; and by either 
way he drops his Cauſe. 

I do how wonder therefore at the Doctor, what 
theſe firſt Apprehenſions of ſomething indeed, he 
knew not what, in his mind, ſhould mean. How 
a man, whoſe Parts are fo great, ſhould be ſoflender 
in his Reaſonings; and why he ſhould undertake the 
Reſolutioti of ſucha Point, as he is no body ar, at all. 

The Doftor certainly has no reaſon therefore, 
to Mmfult over any body, or contemn any, and 
much leſs ro Pity Mr. Baxter ; which Pity, by inter- 
pretation, is Slight. Mr. Baxter is a man that is not 
to be Pitzed, nor indeed to be Envied ; for we ufually 
dont aſpire to be equal to Singular perſons. The 
Door bas his Excellencies other ways, but he hath 
not Mr. Baxter's. The DoCter's Sovl is made of 
Free-ſtoxie, you ſhall have from him Poliſhed _— ; 
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Mr. Baxter's 1s made of Flint, you ſhall have from 
him Acute Truth. Tt is the Flint, not the Free-ſtone, 


of his now ſending out, which hath been many 
a year in Study (He is uſually too ſudden) ; it is a 
Methodical ſyſtem of Divinity, fic for Students at 
the Univerſity. I believe, that many of our Epiſco- 
pal-Divines will ſpeak lightly of ic, bur not read 
it ; For my part, through his having this one Chief 
Work, happily in Latin, I rejoyce from my heart, 
that Forreign Divines who are not yer Prejudiced, 
as Ours are, will come to know him. Above all 
yet, Mr. Baxter is a Holy Man, who will be for e- 
yer greater in his own Refuſing a Biſhoprick, than 
the Doctor can be in Getting one ; if the preſent ll 
managing of this Cauſe does not preclude his having 
any. 


And now, I could not Anſwer it to my ſelf, if I 
ſhould leave this Diſcourſe without recurning to the 
Matter, to make ſome Improvement of it. From this 
piece of Do&trine then before ( wherein I wonder 
how the Door ſhould ſtumble & at noon day) 

Sos 4 that 
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that the Church of England is ſo far Eraſtian, that She 
will not admit of T'wo Co-ordinate Powers: with re- 
ſpect to.the Church and the State of this Nation, but 
doth chooſe to Own and Acknowledge the KING 
co be the only Head of Both; we have a Dore open'd 
for Union, which hath hardly been thought on by 
any of thoſe Pious and Learned men, whoſe Souls 
heretofore bave ſo much brearhed after it. | 

Archbiſhop Uſher hath lefe us his Model for an 
Accommodation : And it hath been upon the hearts 
generally of all Moderate Perſons, that a reduction 
of ſuch a Government into our Church, as was in 
in the Primitive Times (when there was a Confeſſus 
Presbyterorum joyn'd with the Biſhop in all his Acts 
of Ordination and Jurildi&tion) were the Way, and 
anly Effteftual Way to our True Happineſs and Re- 
formation. Unto which, if one thing more mighrbe 
Added, that is, If the Common-Prayer might be 
new Caſt (it being fit, that ſuch a Veſſel for the Sindtu- 
ary ſhould be all of Pure Gold) fo as the whole of it 
were compoſed of Scripture « Phraſe altogether, lea- 
ving nothing at all lyable any more to Exception, 
unlels the Impoſition of a Form only (which I doubt 
not bur is alſo Juſtifiable by Scripture-Inſtances, as 
well as Sound Reaſon). it might go near to putan 
end to all Difſention. among the Sober and Peace- 
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It 


(29) 

- Tris this I know is apt to recur into the Imagita: 
tions of Good Men, and ſoraſmuch as there was late- 
ly ewo Bulls prepared, for Comprehenſion (or Uniting 
the Proteſtants), and for Indulzence (or repealing the 
Penal Statutes); I ſhall nor l hope incur any blame 
it I apprehend that ſuch Men who are moſt conſtde- 
rate, and intent upon the Interelt of God, in what 
they ſeek, do, or did look upon either of fuch Bills, 
as no cther than an Engliſh Interim, preparative to 
this Higher Concord, and Union of the Biſhop with 
his Presbyters, according to the Primitive Pattern 
mentioned, as ſoon as more mellow opportunity, 
and well adviſed Piety, ſhould adminiſter unto {uch 
farther Perfection. 

Nevertheleſs, in regard there” is no Uniciog of a 
Nation, can be ſuppoled by any Model, but ſuch 
25 is of YZ man Conrtrivance ; and there ' are Multt 
trades of Holy, and Learned Men'in this Kingdom, 
that do beliove the way of their Gathered Congre- 
gations, is after a higher Pattern, than this of Þ Pr1- 
mirtve Epilcopacy it [elf, i "there were any hope of 
the return of it; it is manifeſt, that there is no S0- 
ciety which is National in Enzland, could be formed 
on theſe terms, becauſe theſe Congregational Mer 
can never recede from that which is of Divine Aps 
paintment, for ' the fake of any Antiquity whatſoever. 
They do hold Particular Churches to be of Chrit's.In- 
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ſtitution, and Dioceſan of Eccleſtaſtical Confent only, 
and under the Notion of Divine Right, it is Sin to 
them, to Submitto any B:ſhop. 

There is another Notion then, that muſt be ad- 
yanced to take in theſe Good Men of T his Way, as 
well as thoſe of the Parochial and Dioceſan Way, into 
one Political Body, for the making up the National 
Church of England, whereof the Kmg is Head, as 1 
have been ſpeaking : and thar is by an Act o:Parli- 
ament, Legitimating theſe Meetings of the Nonconfor- 
miſts, (0 as to become thereby immediately Parts of 
the Church,as National, no leſs than the Parochial AG 
ſemblies. -It was a good thing in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that they were about to free many Innocent 
Men, from the danger of the Penal Statutes ; but the 
making ſuch Meetings to be Legal, isa Deſign of a- 
nother Nature, of a far greater, nobler, and yaſt 
Importance. | 

The Nonconformiſt as well as Conformiſt, The 
Congregationaliſt as well as the Presbyterian, do 
acknowledg the King's Supremacy, andccan take the 
Oath. Theone, as well as the other, therefore do 
own an Externdl Regiment of the Magiſtrate over 
| their Churches, ſo as to be puniſhable by him, for 
any neglect of the Goſpel Order, which themſelves 
profeſs; or for any Rules they make, or Things 
they do, which are repugnant to the Peace of the 
Kingdom. | It 
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If it ſhall pleafe the King conſequently,to commit 
any part of that Authority of his, which he hath Cir 
ca Sacra, to be exerciled by the Biſhops, as Eccleſi- 
aſtical Magiſtrates under him, they can ſubmit to a 
Viſitation under them, upon that account : though 
they acknowledge them not to be Chriſts Officers, 
bearing, or having any Internal Church-Power from 
him, over them, or any other, but their own 
Charge. 

Upon which account ir appears further, how the 
outward Dignity, and Grandeur of the Biſhop need 
not be Diminiſhed, but enhaunced ; and his Super- 
inatendency extended over the Congregational, as well 
as the Parochial Churches : Provided only, he will - 
but keep within his Line; that is the Line of the 
Kinz, and meddle not with Chriſt's Juriſdiction. 
Neither will they envy him his Barony, and fitting 
in the Parliament. 

And if it ſhould ſeem farther good here to a Par- 
liament in one and the ſame Act, that Legitimates 
ſuch Meetings, to appoint that unto the rwo Clerks, 
which are Eleted by the Miniſters of every Di6- 
ceſs; there ſhould be one more choſe by the Congre- 
gationaliſts, likewile, for every Convocation ; to joyn 
with them in Conſultation, that ſuch Canons, and 
ſuch only may be framed, as tend to the propagati- 


on of Holneſs and Peace, throughout all the Chur- 
ches, 
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ches, as we'l Congregational as Parochial ; who does not 
ice, how by this means, - one Organ more ſhould be 
, added to this great Political Society, for deriving an 
influence from this Head, to theſe Parts of the Body, 
as well as others, which now ſeem neglected, ' and 
to have no care taken of them. | 
And this brings into my mind, a Text of the A- 
poltle. Go1hath tempered the Body together, having gi- 
ven abundant Fonony to that part which lacked : That there 
ſheuld be no Schiſme in the Body, but that the Members 
ſhould have the fam: care of one anothzyr. From which 
Text (it I may.go a lictle about, to come the nea- 
rer home) we may underſtand where the Core of that 
Evil we call Schiſme, does lye ; and that is mainly in 
the Want of that Love, and that Care which the Mem- 
bers owe one to another. Ir will follow, that who- 
foever they be, whether Conformiſt or Nonconformiſt, 
who do care leaſt for the Concord, and F.dification 
of the whole Body ; thoſe are like to be found moſt 
Guilry of that Sin in the Sight of Ged. 
| The Nonconformiſt Miniſter dges often come 
to the Pariſh Church, but the Conformit Mi- 
riſter comes never to his Meeting; and, Which 
then of the Two, is the greater Separatiſt ? | 
The Meetings of the one, .and of the other, as 
they are Particular Churches, are Churches of 
 Ebrift, and Parts of the Tniverſal, and'fo of Divme, 
though. 
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through Quatenus Parochial, of. Hiwman- Inftitution.* 
They: both agree in the ſame DoFrine, and the ſame 
Sacraments, They have one God, one Hope of our 
Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. They 
differ ſomthing indeed in Opinion about the Church, 
as to the external Confticution, and Diſcipline of 
it, and' about ſome Rites and Prattices, which 
makes them go into diſtin&t Congregations. But 
is their going only to two Meetings enough to make 
Both, or Either of them, to be Guilty of this Sin of 
Schiſme ? 

Separation I take it, in its ſelf, ſimply conſidered, 
is neither Good'nor Evil; and there muſt be fome- 
thing that makes ſuch a Separation to be Sinful, or 
elſe it is not to be accounted Schiſme. Ifa Man 
ſhall Separate from the Pariſh Church, upon 
the perſwaſion that thoſe Churches are no true 
Churches, I take ſuch a Separation to be a high 
breach of Charity, which muſt therefore render it 
Sinful, and Conſequently Schiſme. If any ſhall # 
Separate out of Pride, Contention, or any the 
like Sinful (anfe, or to any Smful End, as Worldly 
Gain (for to ſome, Gain is Godlmeſs), or Vain Glory: 
this will make ſuch a Separation to be till Sinful, 
and ſo Schiſme. | | 

It were the part then of fuch a Convocation before 

mentioned , that is, of Miniſters conſiſting of both 
- = ſorts, 
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ſorts, to be ſure to agree upon this, That, Neither 

Church (or any Members of Either) ſhall Unchurch 

one another: and, That no Man ſhould depart 

from the One Church to the Other,but upon a ſufficient . 
peaceable Reaſon, under- che pain of Eccleſiaſtical . 
Cenlure, RS, 

They ſhould not permit any perſon unlearned, 
till come to very grave Years (which are paſt Heat 
and Oftentation)) to Exerciſe in theſe Meetings : 
They ſhould decree the Doors of ſuch Meetings to. 
| be kept open, that the Magiſtrate may be ſecure a-- 
gainſt Sedition. Aa 
_ They. thould determine many things of ſuch a 
Nature; but eſpecially, that when a Man hath his, 
choice.ra be of what Congregation he will, in re-. 
gard.to Fixed Commmion,.as he finds it moſt conducive. 
to his Souls Edification.; yet ſhould he be allowed, 
and enjoyned to come Occaſionally allo .to the Parifh. 
Meetings (ſo fax as he can in point of Conſcience), 
for the. teſtifying. his Union with the Body, as the- 
Church is National .1n. this Kingdom. . And, I would- 
have perſons likewiſe, who .come for their Stated. 
Worſhip to the Pariſh Church, to. go ſometimes to the: 
Meetings alſo without ſcruple, by the way of Occaſice, 
al Communion. * hal EeMiad.ca tir 
. Ewill here deliver my own $oul.. ..I know that 
the L,ovs of the Magiſtrate that axe Good;, do Bind,the. 


Conſci- 
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Conſcience : but there are two Caſes that Looſe a Man 
from Obedience. One is, When that which is Com- 


manded, is againft his Conſcience : and the Other 


is, When that which is Commanded, is Superſeded 
by a Duty of greater concernment. I cannot ſay for 
my part, that co go to Church, and hear Commons 
Prayer,is againſt my Conſcience; though a thorough 
Conformity in all things, on the Miniſters part, is 
like ſtill ro be ſo; ſeeing the Dofoy himſelf does 
{hrink from a Defence of the Lawfulneſs of That : 
but this I can ſay, that when it is my duty to go to 
Church, and my duty alſo to go Preach ({uppoſing I 
am called to one of theſe Meetings), the leaving une 
done that Duty, which is the Leſs, for the doing the 


Other that can't be done otherwile, is no Sin, or Evil, 


as I am perſwaded in my Judgment. And it is up- 
on the Plea of the Greater Diity, that the Peaceable 

Deſign does ſtand. fp 
I know well how my Brethren ſtate Their Caſe, 
They will have going to Their Meetings, -to be for 
their Fixed ( ommunion ; and allow Occaftonal Communis 
on with the Pariſh Church, to defend themſelves from 
Schiſme: butI, for my part muſt confeſs, that I ſee 
not, and cannot ſee my Defence to be fo Safe, unleſs 
I take the Pariſh Aſſembly (where I have conveni- 
ence) for my Fixed Communion, and my Preaching 
in the Meetings, and the Peoples going to them, to 
E 2 e 
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be Occaſtonal only, for our. Greater . or Farther Fdifi- 
cation. The-Do&oy therefore ſhould indeed have 

_taken-particular.Notice of this, and Providing only 
Againſt ſuch Preaching to be at that time, when 
Publick Authority requires the General Attendance 
otherwhere, he ſhould, .by. giving an Approbation 

.toſuch'a State of 9ur Caule, have conſulted his Own, 
both with more Judgment, and with more Modera- 
tion, 'then for ought I ſee he hath done, or was able 
todo, 

Indeed if the Scene were altered, I need not be 
fo wary. It theſe Separate Aſſemblies were made L:- 
cal, the Schiſme preſently, in reference to the Na- 
tional Church were at.an End. Sch:ſme ts a Separati- 
on from that Church, whereof -we ought,  or-are bound to be 
Members : If the Supreme Authority then looſe our Obliga- 
tion-to the Pariſh Meeting, ſo that We are bound no longer, 
the Iniquity upon that account, is not to be Found, . and 
the Schiſme gene. It is one At of Parliament .would 
.givea full Anſwer, -to all Ntens Arguments, | 
__.Inthe mean time, the Non-contormiſts I know, 

have other Pleas'beſides-One for what they do. They 
think theraſelves bound in Conſcience to Meet, and 

"Preach, and account it Serving, God, and Doing their 
Daty. The Doctor and others call ir Sin and Wicked- 
n{s, When t Hear ſuch Sayings'therefore, and Read 

fich Books, Imay ſtill bear Reverence torthe Per- 

| fons, 
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ſons, but, do not in my Heart, care one Penny for 


whart they ſay ; tor, there js a Conſcience within quite 
above ſuch Words, They may cry, This is Schiſm ; 


* There never anas ſuch Horrible Schiſm,cs this Prattiſe, beard 
of, before.in the Chriſtian World: ayes one very ſerious 


Author, whom I name not: but Iam not moved for 


.all char. I cannot think a Nonconfo;miſt Meeting ſuch a 


Horrible Creature (conſidering.how our caſe in England 


now ſtands) as theſe Church-Men generally would 


make. it. The great Bear (I muſt count fill) hath been 
lead ſo long about the S treets, that the very Children are 10 
longer afraid of it. | £ 
Not but:I am ſenſible ,of the dangerous conſe- 
quence into which our Diviſions may. bring us ; bur 
who.can help-it 2 Who is che (auſe of them ? Who ts 
m Fault, is/the. Queſtion. Who 1s .it. can Remedy 
theſe Terms jmpoled on us as-neceſſary. to Commu- 
nion 2 The Nonconformiſk. hath no Conſcience of Sin 
upon-him inthe thing ; and if he cannot have Peace 
with his Bfethren of the ( hurch, pon any, terms but 


. Full, Conformang, - it is God muſt be the Judg, and the 


Biſhip and'Presbyterian, the *DoGor and Mr. Baxter, 
{hall know which-of them i is, that are to Blame ar 
the Great Day. And ns then were ye not afraid.to 


ſpeak agamſt ny ſervant Moſes > 


The DoCtor had no Needto lay out his Parts up- 


. on ſuch a Deſign as that he hath under his: hands: 


E 3. Nor 
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"Nor has-he Reaſo (I mult inculcate)'to Deſpiſe Or 
- Scorn, no'nor to. Slight,-or Negleft any body, though 
the Meaneſt perſon. tt Pont oges; 
There is a late Reverend Conformiſt (for ſo I 
- take him to be) who in a certain Book; Entitled, 
Liberty of Conſcience,-in its order to Univerſal Peace, hath 
deſerved better of us. I ſuppoſe (ſayes he) -there-is 
Society, or Societies of Chriſtians, that bold Chriſt the Head, 
and the great points of Union ; but refuſe to Jo in ſuch Opi- 
nion or Prattiſe, 45 they concetve not Allowable, by the Word 
of God ; nor can they, that require their Compliance, pretend 
on their part, 'that the things are Abſolute Neceſſary to make 
| a Member | of the Body of Chriſt : In-this caſe, T ſay, he is 
only the Schiſmatick that hath not a Love, that hath no Sym- 
pathy with the Body; and therefore, if neither hath, they 
muſt be both Schiſmaticks. 1 ſhould not fill fo much 
' room with a Quotation, but that I am taken with 
the Genius of the Writer. He is a man quite Un- 
known to me, bur he hath a fine Spirit, and his 
Book favours of 'it;; That is, . ſo Generous, ſo Can- 
. did, ſo Benign towards the Difſenters ; as the temper 
is quite contrary,in-the Authors,of the FriendlyDebate, 
the Eccleſiaſtical Polity, and the Unreaſonablenefs of Se- 
paration. | 

I am concern d, I muſt needs fay, that I put theſe 
three Names together;Nor that the Authors of either 
of the firſt Books, are men of lels bright Parts, or 

that 


(39) 
that the Books have leſs Excellency of their kind, in 
them,than the laſt, bur becauſe of the reaſon, why 1 
do it. For I muſt confeſs, it is a matter of real Of- 


fence to me, that a 1nan who is ſo Learned a man, ſo + 


Honoured a man throughout the Nation, ſhould prove 
a Proud man, a Diſdainful,Contemptuons perſon; Which - 
Temper, if it be. Indulged, is fo: un-endutable by 

God and Man, that it will hurl any one intothe duſt : 
And I cannot do. any better Service in the Earth to - 
this otherwiſe very Worthy and Excellent Door, + 
than to contribute the beſt I can to my utmoſt, for 
bringing him to ſome Ingenuous Senſe and Amend-. 
ment of it. And fo I leave him to the World, to - 
judg who is moſt fit to be Pityed, the Door himſelf, 
or Mr. Baxter. Thou ſhalt not Hate thy Brother im thy - 
Heart, but thou ſhalt m any wife Rebuke him, and not ſuf= : 


fer . Sin upon him. 


THE END:: 


ERRATY. 


Age'8, Line 11. in ſome of the Copies the word Laff is put _ =. Sek. 
.- 1.3. for hall read frill, p. 27. 1. 18, for own mars fry; od 
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